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Whgfe^is claimed is : 

^p^r^fl. A voice data management systejrt, comprising: 

a portable digital audio recorder which includes 

memory means for storing a plurality of voice data files, 
5 said memory means storing corresponding header data in 

association with each of the stored data files; 
a personal computer; / 

means for transferring one of said voice data 
files and the corresponding lieader data from the portable 
10 recorder to the personal computer? 

an information Processing device other than said 
portable recorder and said personal computer; and 

means, interconnecting said personal computer 
with said other information processing device, for 
15 permitting transmission of data from said personal computer 
to said other datar processing device; 

wherein said personal computer reads said header 
data transferred to the personal computer, and on the basis 
of said header data, determines whether to transfer the 
20 corresponding voice data file to said other information 
processing device. 

2. A voice data management system according tef claim 
1, wherein said header data read by said personal computer 
includes data which identifies an author of >£ne voice data 

25 file corresponding to 

3. A voice data banagem^nt sy^tfem according to claim 
1, wherein said header K&ta/xeacpd5y said personal computer 
includes data which ideWkf i^s said portable digital audio 
recorder . 

30 4. A voice dat^fianaqement system according to claim 

1, wherein said header datai vread by said personal computer 
includes data wjvfch identifies an intended recipient for 
the voice dat^r file corresponding to said header data. 

5. A^voice data management system according to claim 

35 1, wherein said header data read by said personal computer 
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includes data which identifies a subject mattej^ex the 
voice data file corresponding to said 

6. A voice data mnagementsjtst^m according to claim 
1, wherein said heade A dkta^r^ad by said personal computer 
includes data which Limtrties a work location. 

7. A vojjGtfaata management system according to claim 
1, whereip^aid header data read by said personal computer 
inclvjd^s a work type field. 

8. A voice data management system according to claim 
10 1, wherein said other information processing device is 

ler personal computer. 

A voice data management system according to piaim 
ierein said other information processing devlere is a 
central dictation system. 
15 10. A voice dataTmanagement system accoj?ding to claim 

1, wherein said other information proces^ng devices is a 
voice mail system. 

11. A method of operating ay</oice data management 
system, comprising the steps of r, 

20 generating a voic^ data file in a portable 

digital audio recorder, sa^a file including voice data and 
header data; 

transferring said voice data file from said 
recorder to a personal computer; 
25 reading the header data in said transferred voice 

data file; 

fci the basis of the header data that has been 
read, determining whether to transfer said voice data from 
said personal computer to said other information processing 
30 device. 

12. A method acqdpaljag to ^cflaim 11, wherein the 
header data read at said^eai^ijx^ step identifies an author 
of the voice data file*; 
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13. A method according to claim 11, whereirf the 
header data read at said reading step identifies said 
portable digital audio recorder. 

14. A method according to claipr LI, wherein the 
header data read at salid \re^ir>g^ step identifies an 
intended recipient for the vo^c^data file. 

15. A method acco^gkfp^Nto claim 11, wherein the 
header data read at said ^reading step identifies a subject 
matter of the voice 

10 16. A methods according to claim 11, wherein the 

header data re^d at said reading step identifies a work 
location. 

17. /A method according to claim 11, wherein the 
header/data read at said reading step includes a work type 
15 Ziei 

^^18. A method according to claim 11, wherein the otjarer 
inroinnation processing device is another personal comptiter. 

19. A method according to claim 11, wherein t^e other 
information processing device is a central/ dictation 

20 system. 

20. A method according to claim 11, yherein the other 
information processing device is a voipe mail system. 

21. A voice data management system, comprising: 

a portable digital audijzT recorder which includes 
25 memory means for storing a plurality of voice data files, 
said memory means storing [/corresponding header data in 
association with each of/€he stored voice data files; 

a personal computer; 

means for/transferring said voice data files and 
30 the corresponding/header data from the portable recorder to 
the personal computer; 

a jflurality of information processing devices 
other thaiy' said portable recorder and said personal 
computer ;/ and 
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means, interconnecting said personal csofiiputer 
with said plurality of information processino^vices, for 
permitting transmission of data from saidp^rsonal computer 
to selected ones of said plural ity^of data processing 
5 devices ; 

wherein said per^efral computer reads said header 
data transferred to th^^ersonal computer, and on the basis 
of said header dar€a, selects one of said plurality of 
information pj^cessing devices to receive a voice data file 
10 correspond^rfig to said header data and transmits the 
corresponding voice data file to the selected data 
processing device. 

22. A voicedafa management system according to claim 
21, wherein said / qe^der data read by said personal computer 

15 includes datayCmicn identifies an author of the voice data 
file corresponding to said header data. 

23. A voice data management system according to claim 
21, wherein said header data read by said personal computer 
includes data which identifies said portable digital audio 

20 recorder. 

24. A voice data management system according to claim 
21, wherein said header data read by said personal computer 
includes data which identifies an intended recipient for 
the voice data file corresponding to said header data. 

25 25. A voice data management system according to claim 

21, wherein said header data read by said personal computer 
includes data which identifies a subject matter of the 
voice data file corresponding to said header data. 

26. A voice data management system according to claim 
30 21, wherein said one of said plurality of information 

processing devices selected by said personal computer is 
another personal computer. 

27. A voice data management system according to claim 
21, wherein said one of said plurality of information 
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processing devices selected by said personal computer is a 
central dictation system. 

Z8v. A voice data management system according to claim 
21, wherbj/n? said one of said plurality of information 
processing>devices selected by said personal computer is a 
mail system. 

A method of operating a voice data man&g^ment 
system, comprising the steps of: 

generating a voice data file/ln a portable 
digital audio recorder, said file incl>jutling voice data and 
header data; 

transferring said voice data file from said 
recorder to a personal compter; 

reading the header data in said transferred voice 

data file; 

on the^asis of the header data that has been 
read, select ip4 an information processing device separate 
from said personal computer; and 

transferring said voice data from said personal 
compter to said selected information processing device. 

30. A method according to claim 29, wher^irf the 
header data read at said reading step identif i^s^an author 
of the voice data file. 

31. A method according to claijo^29, wherein the 



header data read at 
portable digital audio 

32. A method acc 
header data read at s 
intended recipient for 

33. A method 
header data read 
matter of the 



iing^^tep identifies said 
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to claim 29, wherein the 
ding step identifies an 
he^oice data file, 
ccording to claim 29, wherein the 
said reading step identifies a subject 
data file. 
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according to claim 29, wherein the 
processing device is another personal 
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according to^cljjim — wherein the 
selected information. — processing device is a central 
dic££tfcxt5rT"sy stem . 

36. A method according to claim 29, wherein the 
5 selected information processing device is a voice mail 

system. 

37. A method of operating a voice data management 
system, comprising the steps of: 

dictating voice information into a portable audio 

10 recorder; 

storing the voice information in the portable 
audio recorder in the form of digital voice data; 

dictating recipient information into the portable 
audio recorder; 

O 15 applying a speech recognition algorithm to said 

^ recipient information to generate recipient data; 

y3 transferring said digital voice data from said 

« recorder to a personal computer; 

ul selecting a data processing device from among a 

ffi 20 plurality of data processing devices connected to said 

j\ personal computer, on the basis of said recipient data; and 

M> transferring said digital voice data from said 

IT; personal computer to said selected data processing device • 

.jj 38. A method according to claim 37, further 

05 25 comprising the step of transferring said dictated recipient 

information from the recorder to said personal computer in 
the form of digital voice data; and wherein said speech 
recognition algorithm is applied to said transferred 
recipient information by said personal computer to generate 
30 said recipient data. 

39. A method according to claim 37, wherein said 
speech recognition algorithm is applied to said dictated 
recipient information by said portable audio recorder to 
generate said recipient data; and further comprising the 
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step of transferring said recipient data from said recorder 
to said personal computer. 

40. A voice data management system, comprising: 

a portable digital audio recorder which includes 
5 a microphone for inputting voice information, memory means 
for storing said voice information in the form of digital 
voice data, and means for designating a portion of said 
digital voice data as recipient information; 

a personal computer; 
10 a plurality of data processing devices; 

means interconnecting said personal computer to 
said data processing devices for transmission of data from 
said personal computer to said data processing devices; 

means for transferring digital voice data from 
15 said recorder to said personal computer; and 

means for generating recipient data by applying 
a speech recognition algorithm to digital voice data 
designated as recipient information by said means for 
designating; 

20 said personal computer selecting one of said data 

processing devices separate from said portable recorder and 
said personal computer on the basis of said recipient data 
generated by said means for generating, and said personal 
computer transferring to said selected data processing 

25 device digital voice data transferred from said recorder to 
said personal computer. 

41. A voice data management system according to claim 
40, wherein said means for generating recipient data is 
included in said personal computer. 

30 42. A voice data management system according to claim 

40, wherein said means for generating recipient data is 
included in said portable digital audio recorder. 

43. A voice data management system according to claim 
40, wherein said means for transmission of data from said 
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personal computer to said data processing devices includes 
a local area network. 
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